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The constitution of Pakistan has yet to be framed by the

N

Pakistan Constituent Assembly. | do not know what the ultimate
shape of this constitution is going to be. but | am sure that it will
be of a democratic type, embodying the essential principles of
Islam. Today, they are as applicable in actual life as they were
1300 vyears ago. Islam and its idealism have taught us
democracy. It has taught equality of men. justice and fair play to
sverybody. We are the inheritors of these glorious traditions and
are fully alive to our responsibilities and obligations as framers of
the future constitution of Pakistan. In any case Pakistan is not
going to be a theocratic state. to be ruled by priests with a divine
mission. We have many non-Muslim—— Hindus. Christians and
Paresis— but they are all Pakistanis. They will enjoy the same
rights and privileges as any other citizens and will play their
rightful part in the affairs of Pakistan".
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Since every adult Muslim has the right to perform each and
every religious function. no person or group can legitimately
claim to possess any special sanctity by virtue of religious
functions entrusted to them. Thus the term "theocracy"” as
commonly understood in the West is entirely meaningless within
the Islamic environment.
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...... | do believe(and have believed for about fourteen years) that
there is no future of Islam in India until Pakistan becomes a
reality and that if it becomes a reality here, it might bring about a
spiritual revolution in the whole Muslim world by proving it is
possible to establish an Ideological, Islamic polity in our times no
less than it was possible thirteen hundred years ago. But ask
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yourselves: Are all leaders of Pakistan movement. and the
intelligentsia  which forms its spearhead, quite serious in their
avowals that Islam and nothing but Islam. provides the ultimate
inspiration of their struggle ? Are they really aware of what it
implies when they say. the objective of Pakistan is la ilaha
illa’Allah? Do we all mean the same when we talk and dream of
Pakistan?
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In the Pakistan movement, on the other hand, there undoubtedly
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exists such @& direct connection between the people’s
attachments to Islam and their political aims. Rather more than
that the practical success of this movement is exclusively due to
our people’s passionate, if as yet inarticulate desire to have a
state in which the forms and objectives of government would be
determined by the ideological imperatives of Islama state that is,
in which Islam would not be just a religious and cultural’label” of
the people concerned, but the very goal and purpose of the
state-formation, And it goes without saying that an achievement
of such an Islamic state —the first in the modern world would
revolutionize Muslim political thought everywhere . and would
probably inspire other Muslim peoples to strive toward similar
ends and so it might become a prelude to an Islamic revolution
in many parts of the world.
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It is, thus, quite legitimate to say that the Pakistan movement
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contains a great promise for an Islamic revival, and as far as |
can see it offers almost the only hope of such a revival in a world
that is rapidly slipping away from the ideals of Islam. But the
hope is justified only so long as our leaders, and masses with
them. keep the true objective of Pakistan in view and do not
yield to the temptation to regard their movement just another of
the many"national” movements so fashionable in the present
day Muslim world a danger which, | believe is very imminent.
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In short, it is the foremost duty of our political leaders to impress
upon the masses that the objective of Pakistan is the
establishment of a truly Islamic polity and that this objective can
never be attained unless every fighter for Pakistan man or
women, great or small-honestly tries to come closer to Islam &t
every hour and every minute of his or her life that in & word,

only & good Muslim can be a good Pakistani.
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To a Muslim who takes Islam seriously every political endeavour,
must in the last resort.drive its sanctions from religion  just as
religion can never remain aloof from politics: for the simple
reason that Islam, being concerned not only with our spiritual
development but with the manner of our physical | social and
economic existence as well is a“political” creed in the deepest
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morally most compelling sense of this term, In other words, the
Islamic religious aspect of our fight for Pakistan must be made
predominant in all the appeals which Muslims leaders make to
the Muslims masses, If this demand is neglected, our struggle

cannot properly fulfill its historic mission.
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The need for ideological, Islamic leadership on the part of our
leaders is the paramount need of the day. That some of them
-though by far not all are really aware of their great responsibility
in this respect is evident, for example, from the splendid
convocation address which Liaquat Ali Khanthe Quaid-e-Azam's
principle lisutenant, delivered at Aligarh a few month ago. In that
address he vividly stressed the fact that our movement drives its
ultimate inspiration from the Holy Qur'an and that therefore. the

Islamic State at which we are aiming should drive its authority

from the Shari'ah alone. Muhammad Ali Jinnah himself has
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spoken in a similar vison on many occasions. Such
pronouncements. coming as they do from the highest levels of
Muslim League leadership go a long way to clarify the League's
aims. But a clarification of aims is not enough. If these ideal aims
are to have a practical effect on our politics. the high command
of the Ileague should insist on a more concrete elaboration, by a
competent body of our intellectual leaders.of the principles on
which Pakistan should be buil.
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It is quite possible that before these lines appear in print the
Quaid-e-Azam will have sent forth a call to the Muslim nation to
establish & constituent assembly for Pakistan or if this has not
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been done so for, is bound to be done in the very near future.
Hence Muslim legislators and intellectuals must make up their
minds here and now as to what sort of political structure, what
sort of society, and what sort of national ideals they are going to
postulate. The fundamental issue before them is simple enough
shall our state be just another symbol of the world wide flight
from religion, just one more of the many "Muslim" states in which
Islam has no influence whatever on the community's social and
political behavior or shall it became the most exciting, the most
glorious experiment in modern history, our first step on the road
which Greatest Man has pointed out to mankind shall Pakistan
only become a means of "national” development of Muslims in
certain areas of India—or shall it herald, to all over the world,the
majestic rebirth of Islam as practical political proposition.
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