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In spite of the many pronouncements made on the highest levels to the

effect that Pakistan will be run in accordance with the spirit of the Qur'an,

it is widely felt that nothing concrete has been done so far to implement

this promise, and that on the contrary there is evidence enough to show

that the government is drifting towards a more or less pronounced
"Secularism” on the model of Western world.g}
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....Today the government is estranged from the innermost longing of our
people. They are looking upon it as an heir of the old British bureaucracy.,
and their original hope is gradually dying out. They wanted leadership in

@ Asad, “Enforcement of Shari'ah in Pakistan” pp. 14-15.
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".... an evasive postponement of our "long-term”. Islamic Dbje;tives in
favour of what some people regard (gquite worngly) as momentarily
"expedient” or ‘politic”. must have a determental effect on our
community's moral tenor and can only result in our greater estrangement

from the ways of true Islarm &
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With the attainment of Pakistan's independence. however, we of the
present generation have such a possibility before us: and it is for us to
covert this possibility into a certainty - if we so wish - or alternatively. to
allow it to recede again into the realm of academic speculations.....
There is no gainsaying that countless Muslims in this country
passionately desive the first of these two alternatives; but there is also.
no doubt that very strong forces are at worth to deflect the community
from its Islamic goal and to make Pakistan a "secular’ state in slavish
deference to what almost all non-Muslim, today regard as desirable. For,
the majority of people in other countries - including many Muslim
countries - have grown accustomed to Iook upon institutional religion as
something antiguated, and therefore not quite "respectable” from the
intellectual point of view:. as something out of tune with the so-called
"progressive” endeavour to free man from all moral obligations, not
devised by himself...... and for this reason, a suggestion to build a state,
on religious foundations is wusually described in such circles as
reactionary or, at the best - as impractical idealism". Apparently, many
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educated Muslims think today on these lines; and in this. as in so many
other aspects of our contemporary life. the influence of Western thought
is un-mistal\’able.@
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T Asad. 2rincioies of State, p.21.

™ Asad, Towards an /siamic Constitution® pp.266-269; 2rincioies of State, pp.10-15.

© Asad, “Towards an slamic Constitution”, pp.271-272.
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The lIslamic scheme of the State precludes  of course, an imitation of
political concepts evolved in non-Islamic (Western) civilizations...The
Prophet's Message visualises a polity. Those who blindly subscribe to
non-lslamic  political concepts, not only deny, by implication Islam's
claim to completeness in the ideological sense, but also militate against
the idea of Pakistan as such: for, if Islam is not to be the guiding
principle of the State, why have a "Muslim” state at all? But this is just
what many of our intelligentsia seem unable to grasp. They dbo not
realise that a state devised in the name and for the sake of a religious
community must be, in the very nature of things, an ideological state:
otherwise the innermost purpose of our creating a state is defeated,{t}
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®Muhammad Shafique, siarmmic Corceot of @ Modern State (Lahore:1987),
pp.65-67,115-119 . @Manzooruddin Ahmad, Pakistar., The Emerging siarmic

State(Karachi,1966) 10B-113. @ G.W.Choudhury, Constitutional Developrment
n Pakistan (London, 1969), pp. 40-42 55-59 61-66. @ M Rafique Afzal
Poitical Parties in Pakistan 1947 -1958 (Islamabad: 1986).vol.l, pp.131,142.
®Riaz Ahmad, Constitutional and Poiitical Develoorment in Pakistan, 1951-54

Karachi. 19B1.pp.6 eLeonard Binder, Reigior and Poitics in Pakistar, p.144.
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When we demanded a state in which the Muslim nation could freely

develop its own traditions, in which the genius of Islam could freely

o Asad, “What Do We Mean by Pakistan?", pp.241-243.
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unfold, conferring light and happiness not only on Muslims but also on all
the people of other communities who could choose to share our
living-space with us. The establishment of the Muslim State of Pakistan
could not and did not mean oppression of non-Muslims, and that, on the
contrary, every one of our citizens, whether Muslim or non-Muslim, could
always count on the protection which a civilized state is bound to accord
to its Ioyal citizens, and which, in particular, Islam has enjpined on us

with unmistakable insistence. &
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The establishment of such a state [lslamic State] does not presuppose
and cannot presuppose, an oppressive treatment of non-Muslim
minorities......: In an Islamic State no non-Muslim should be afraid of
being discriminated against or exploited for the benefit of the Muslim
majority. Nor does Islam want us to exert any pressure on non-Muslims
with a view to inducing them to embrace Islam. No, the only thing that,
an Islamic state demands of every citizen, be he Muslim or non-Muslim,

is a Ioyal co-operation towards common welfare on the basis of the

@ Asad, ‘Calling All Musiims®, p.BS.
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social and economic laws which the Qur'an and the life example of our
blessed Prophet have laid down for us.m
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@ Asad, “Caling All Musiims®, p.100.
© Asad, “What Do We Mean by Pakistan?"p.246-247.
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