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‘“The Development of Military Intelligence in the
Career of Muhammad.
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““The- Deve/opment of Military Intelligence in the
Career of the Prophet at Madinah’’
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““The earliest followers of the Prophet like the
first four caliphs who had taken part in most of the
events which took place during his career as a
prophet did not write the biography of their leader,
because after his death they were engaged, as Tor
Andrae writen, as responsible leaders in the military
state and therefore had other things to do rather
than relating the stories concerning the activities of
Muhammad. (3) These followers were the most
appropriate persons to write an honest biography
of their leader because they, in spite of their firm
belief in his prophethood, had witnessed his
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drawbacks as a human being and his limits
concerning his relationship to God.”
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The Ansar (people of Madina) were generally
farmers and the Muhajirun had come from a city
where people were engaged in trading activities to
earn their livelihood and had no experience of
farming. Most of the Muhajirun were poor and
had no money to start a business. In a situation
where the newcomers had neither the skill
necessary for farming nor the money necessary
to set up a business their leader was confronted
with the problem of providing them with food and
lodging through some other source. Soon 3
source was discovered and it was to plunder the
Meccan caravans.
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There were, moreover, devouted followers of
the prophet among the local community especially
those seventy or so Medinans at whose personal

invitation he had migrated to Median. (1) They
had to rrotect their invitee against any possible
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danger from his enemies for their honour’'s sake.
It made them ready instruments of a comprehen-
sive espionage system from which no Medinan
Arab family was secure.
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The spies or secret agents sent out to work
in the enemy or neutral tribes in the guise of

preachers of the new faith such as Mus’ab and-the
people of al-Raji’ may be called missionaries.
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He also kept the Muhajirun and the Ansar,
who were his followers, under close watch through
his information service in spite of their faithfulness
towards him because after all they were human
beings.
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The news of the despatch of this caravan

reached the Prophet through Nu‘aym b. Mas’ud of

the Banu Ashja’. He was at Mecca at the time

of the departure of the caravan. Then he came to

Medina to visit his Jewish friends. He disclosed

this news whilst drunk at a party held in the house

of a Jew named Kinana b. Abi I-Hugayq. Another

participant of the party was a Muslim, Sulayt b.
Aslam by name, who took the news to the Prophet.
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Sulayt, who used to attend such parties (-)
happened to be present in Kinana's house. The
latter did not suspect him of being a spy of
Muhammad but he might have been attending
such parties on Muhammad’s advice to keep him
informed of what was going on in Jewish quarters.
In this way, Muhammad succeeded in obtaining
information about the caravan.
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J On at least three occasions, after the-defeat
r at Uhud, during the siege of Medina and during the
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compaign of Khaybar, the Prophet or his compan-

ions spread false news among the enemy to
demoralize them and consequently achieved their
goais.
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When the Prophet left for Uhud, |b Ubayy
stayed behind with one-third of the Prophet's
original force (3) and the battle resulted in the
victory of the Meccans but the latter did not storm
Medina. One of the reasons why the Meccans
did not press home their advantage in Medina was,
as ‘Amr b. al As is reported to have said, (4) that

they had heard that Ibn Ubayy was in Madina with
one-third of the Muslim force. This statement
leads us to make an assumtion, namely, that the
Prophet had spread the news that In Ubayy was
at Median with his consent to serve as a reserve
and to defend the city in case of danger. Such
propaganda is a part of espionage work.
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Soon after his arrival at Khaybar the Prophet
tried to buy off the Banu Ghatafan who were 40,00
strong. He sent Sa’d b. Mu’‘adh to meet ‘Uyayna,
who was in a Jewish fort, and offered him a year’'s
crops of Khaybar for his retirement but ‘Uyayna
refused to accept this offer. (2) Then a rumour,
most probably at the’ prophet’s instigation, was
spread that the settlements of the Banu Ghatafan
were under attack. (3) The propagation of this
false news, which is, after all, an important aspect
of intelligence work, forced the Banu Ghatafan to
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return to their territory to defend their own
households.
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Because of the failure of the previous ”
missions in the intelligence Same and because
there was no more time left to examine the capabi-

lities of anyone else, Muhammad himself accompa-

nied by one of his companions get out on a spying
mission. N
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In the subsequent outcome of the unsuc-
cessful attempts of thefirst two missions
Muhammad did not rely solely on his agents, but
he himself acted as a spy.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF M/LITARY [NTELLICENCE
IN THE CAREER OF MUHAMMAD.
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