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"What, then, is the problem and its implications? Is religion a
private affair ? Would you like to see Islam as a moral and
political ideal. meeting the same fate in the world of Islam as
Christianity has already met in Europe? Is it possible to retain
Islam as an ethical ideal and to reject it as a polity. in favour of
national politics in which [the] religious attitude is not permitted
to play any part? This gquestion becomes of special importance
in India. where the Muslims happen to be in a minority. The
proposition that religion is a private individual experience is not
surprising on the lips of a European’....
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The religious ideal of Islam, therefore is organically related to
the social order which it has created. The rejection of the one wiill
sventually involve the rejection of the other. Therefore the
construction of the polity on national lines if it means a
displacement of the Islamic principle of solidarity, is simply
unthinkable to a Muslim......
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The principle of European democracy cannot be applied to India
without recognizing the fact of communal groups, The Muslim
demand for the creation of a Muslim India within India is,
therefore perfectly justified....
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| would like to see the Punjab. North-West Frontier Province .
Sind and Balochistan amalgamated into a single State .
Self-government within the British Empire. or without the British
Empire. the formation of a consolidated North-West Indian
Muslim State appears to me to be the final destiny of the
Muslims. at least of North-West India.
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"| therefore demand the formation of a consolidated Muslim
State In the best interests of India and Islam. For India it means
security and peace resulting from an internal balance of power
for Islam an opportunity to rid itself of the stamp that Arabian
imperialism was forced to give it to mobilise its lav its

education, its culture, and to bring them into closer contact with
its own original spirit and with the spirit of modern times......"
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"Islam does not bifurcate the unity of man into an irreconcilable
duality of spirit and matter. In Islam, God and universe, spirit and
matter, church and state are organic to each other. Man is not
the citizen of a profane world to be renounced in the interest of a
world of spirit situated elsewhere. To Islam., matter is spirit

realizing itself in space and time".
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"The essence of Tawhid. as & working idea. is equality. solidarity
and freedom. The state. from the Islamic standpoint. is an
endeavor to transform these ideal principles into space- time
forces. an aspiration to realize them in a definite human
organization. It is in this sense alone that the state in Islam is a
theocracy, not in the sense it is headed by a representative of
God on earth, who can always screen his despotic will behind
his supposed infallibility...... All that is secular is. therefore sacred
in the roots of its being.....There is no such thing as a profane
world. All this immensity of matter constitutes a scope for the
self-realization of spirit. All is holy ground. As the Prophet so
beautifully puts it: "The whole of this earth is @ mosque".. The
state, according to Islam is only an effort to realize the spiritual in

a human organization.
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